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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 11/1 4/2005. 
This action is non-final. 

2. Claims 1-42 are pending in this application. 

This application claims is a 371 of PCT/US04/15108 filed 05/14/2004. 

3. The present title of the invention is "Persistent portal". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 33-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 33 claims "a user interface program" 
which is non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is not clear of the scope of the claim limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-37 and 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nason et al. (US 6,892,359). 

As per claim 1 , Nason et al., hereinafter Nason, discloses a method of proportionally 
reducing the size and area of the operating system's active "desktop" display with all 
functions operational, while maintaining a complete view of the desktop (display intact) 
including the functional controls that provide access to resident applications and 
documents, then deploying a secondary graphical user interface (GUI) known as a 
"Persistent Portal" (PP) having two dimensions, each dimension having a number of 
pixels, into the resulting blanked area, comprising: 

a. adjusting parameters for the desktop display area residing inside of, but not 
including the overscan border, by a number of pixels that equals the required area to 
be occupied by the PP interface when deployed ("In Fig. 3, the display is modified to 
include a graphical use interface in four bars each 25-pixels high/wide outside each of 
the four display edges", column 6, line 23-24). 

b. addressing the settings of the video mode or monitor resolution for said 
required pixels within said computer system ("the primary display area desktop is 
usually assigned by the operating system to be one of a set of pre-determined video 
"modes" such as those laid out in Tables 1 and 2 below", column 7, line 18-22); 
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As per claim 2, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 1, and 
further discloses wherein the dimension of said desktop display area in which the 
number of pixels is reduced are both vertical and horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
at the top of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 38); and 

in which the number of pixels is reduced is horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
on the left outermost side of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 34). 
As per claim 3, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 2, and 
further discloses wherein the resulting blanked area is occupied by the Persistent 
Portal Interface with all related proprietary controls, functions, and features visible and 
operational ("The complementary interface may include, and is not limited to, buttons, 
menus, application output controls (such as a "ticker window"), animations, and user 
input controls (such as edit boxes)", column 6, line 26-30). 
As per claim 4, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 3, and 
further discloses wherein said interface utilizes the movable pointer that functions 
within the normal desktop display area for the purpose of user input causing interaction 
and command response from the PP program ("GDI's "cliprect" is modified to 
encompass the bar's display area. That keeps the operating system from clipping the 
cursor as it moves into the overscan area", column 19, line 32-35). 
As per claim 5, Nason demonstrated all the elements as discloses in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the dimension of said desktop display area in which the 
number of pixels is reduced are both vertical and horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
at the bottom of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 30); and 
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in wliich the number of pixels is reduced is liorizontal resulting in a blanked area 
on the left outermost side of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 34). 
As per claim 6, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 5, and 
further discloses wherein the resulting blanked area is occupied by the graphical 
Persistent Portal Interface with all related proprietary controls, functions, and features 
visible and operational ("The complementary interface may include, and is not limited 
to, buttons, menus, application output controls (such as a "ticker window"), animations, 
and user input controls (such as edit boxes)", column 6, line 26-30). 
As per claim 7, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 6, and 
further discloses wherein said interface utilizes the movable pointer that functions 
within the normal desktop display area for the purpose of user input causing interaction 
and command response from the PP program ("GDI's "cliprect" is modified to 
encompass the bar's display area. That keeps the operating system from clipping the 
cursor as it moves into the overscan area", column 19, line 32-35). 
As per claim 8, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the dimension of said desktop display area in which the 
number of pixels is reduced are both vertical and horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
at the top of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 38), and in which the 
number of pixels is reduced is horizontal resulting in a blanked area on the right 
outermost side of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 36). 
As per claim 9, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 8, and 
further discloses wherein the resulting blanked area is occupied by the graphical 
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Persistent Portal Interface with all related proprietary controls, functions, and features 
visible and operational ("The complementary interface may include, and is not limited 
to, buttons, menus, application output controls (such as a "ticker window"), animations, 
and user input controls (such as edit boxes", column 6, line 26-30). 
As per claim 10, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 9, and 
further discloses wherein said interface utilizes the movable pointer that functions 
within the normal desktop display area for the purpose of user input causing interaction 
and command response from the PP program ("GDI's "cliprect" is modified to 
encompass the bar's display area. That keeps the operating system from clipping the 
cursor as it moves into the overscan area", column 19, line 32-35). 
As per claim 1 1 , Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the dimension of said desktop display area in which the 
number of pixels is reduced are both vertical and horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
at the bottom of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 30); and 

in which the number of pixels is reduced is horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
on the right outermost side of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, item 36). 
As per claim 12, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 11, and 
further discloses wherein the resulting blanked area is occupied by the graphical 
Persistent Portal Interface with all related proprietary controls, functions, and features 
visible and operational ("The complementary interface may include, and is not limited 
to, buttons, menus, application output controls (such as a "ticker window"), animations, 
and user input controls (such as edit boxes", column 6, line 26-30). 
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As per claim 13, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 12, and 
further discloses wherein said interface utilizes the movable pointer that functions 
within the normal desktop display area for the purpose of user input causing interaction 
and command response from the PP program ("GDI's "cliprect" is modified to 
encompass the bar's display area. That keeps the operating system from clipping the 
cursor as it moves into the overscan area", column 19, line 32-35). 
As per claim 14, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 1 , and 
further discloses wherein the dimension of said desktop display area in which the 
number of pixels Is reduced are both vertical and horizontal resulting In a blanked area 
at the top and bottom of the original desktop display area (Figure 3, items 38 and 30); 
and 

in which the number of pixels is reduced is horizontal resulting in a blanked area 
on the left outermost and right outermost sides of the original desktop display area, a 
configuration of the preferred embodiment (Figure 3, items 34 and 36). 
As per claim 15, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 14, and 
further discloses wherein the resulting blanked area is occupied by the graphical 
Persistent Portal Interface with all related proprietary controls, functions, and features 
visible and operational ("The complementary interface may Include, and Is not limited 
to, buttons, menus, application output controls (such as a "ticker window"), animations, 
and user input controls (such as edit boxes", column 6, line 26-30). 
As per claim 16, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 15, and 
further discloses wherein said interface utilizes the movable pointer that functions 
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within the normal desktop display area for the purpose of user input causing interaction 
and command response from the PP program ("GDI's "cliprect" is modified to 
encompass the bar's display area. That keeps the operating system from clipping the 
cursor as it moves into the overscan area", column 19, line 32-35). 
As per claim 17, Nason discloses a device for proportionally reducing the size and area 
of the operating system's active "desktop" display with all functions operational, while 
maintaining a complete view of the desktop (display in tact) including the functional 
controls that provide access to resident applications and documents, then deploying a 
secondary graphical user interface (GUI) known as a "Persistent Portal" (PP) having 
two dimensions, each dimension having a number of pixels, into the resulting blanked 
area, comprising: 

a. a means for adjusting parameters for the desktop display area residing inside 
of, but not including the overscan border, by a number of pixels that equals the 
required area to be occupied by the PP interface when deployed ("In Fig. 3, the display 
is modified to include a graphical use interface in four bars each 25-pixels high/wide 
outside each of the four display edges", column 6, line 23-24); and 

b. a means, within said computer system, for addressing the settings of the video 
mode or monitor resolution for said required pixels ("the primary display area desktop 
is usually assigned by the operating system to be one of a set of pre-determined video 
"modes" such as those laid out in Tables 1 and 2 below", column 7, line 18-22); and 

c. a means for writing the image of said PP interface to video display memory ("to 
address and modify the video display memory contents for the visible portion of the 
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overscan area", column 5, line 64-65, which indicates a video display memory to store 
overscan image which is considered PP interface and Figure 4, item 67 provides the 
means); and 

d. a means for displaying said image from said video display memory onto said 
"blanked" area resulting from said desktop display area reduction process ("address 
and modify the visible resolution of the video display system such that portions of the 
overscan area are visible as shown in FIG. 6", column 5, line 61-63 and Figure 4, item 
68 provides the means). 

Claims 18-32 claim a device with limitations similar to claims 2-16, respectively, are 
similarly rejected as claims 2-16 respectively. 

As per claim 33, Nason discloses a user interface program for a computer, the user 
interface being renderable on a display for a computer so that the active content area 
of the display is substantially proportionally reduced (see Figure 3, where area 31 is 
substantially proportionally reduced), the user interface having one or more zones, 
each zone having one or more modules of features or functions (Figure 17, item 14c 
and 13 are secondary GUI's). 

As per claim 34, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 33, and 
further discloses wherein the user interface is disposed along at least two adjoined 
sides of the active content area (Figure 3, items 34 and 38). 
As per claim 35, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 34, and 
further discloses wherein the user interface is disposed along at least three adjoined 
sides of the active content area (Figure 3, items 34, 38 and 36). 
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As per claim 36, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 33, and 
further discloses wherein the user interface is disposed along four adjoined sides of the 
active content area (Figure 3, items 30, 34, 38 and 36). 

As per claim 37, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 34, and 
further discloses wherein the user interface includes at least two zones (Figure 17, 
items 14c and 13). 

As per claim 40, Nason discloses a computer system comprising a first computer 
having a program for generating a user interface on a display for a computer so that 
the active content area of the display is substantially proportionally reduced, the user 
interface having one or more zones, each zone having one or more modules of 
features and/or functions ((Figure 17, item 14c and 13 are secondary GUI's). 
As per claim 41 , Nason discloses a computer system comprising: 

a first computer with means for publishing content to a plurality of other 
computers hosting a user interface having one or more zones with one or modules for 
receiving or interacting with content, the first computer communicating with the plurality 
of other computers over a data network (Figure 1 shows a computer system connected 
to a network and Figure 1 7 shows a user interface having one or more zones with one 
or more mudules); and 

the user interface being renderable on displays for the plurality of computer so 
that the active content area of the display is substantially proportionally reduced 
(Figure 3 and "The alternate display content controller may also include content and 
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operating software sucli as JAVA delivered over the internet I, or over any other 
network", column 5, line 61-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nason et al. (6,892,359). 

As per claim 38, Nason demonstrated all the elements as disclosed in claim 33. 
As for the user interface has at least two of the following modules: 
Alert Module(s), Content Access Modules, Multi-function Ticker Module, User Managed 
Drag and Drop Module, Search Engine Module, Sub-Channel Modules, Sponsor or 3'^" 
Party Icon/Access Modules, Custom Application Modules (Client Customization), 
User Preferences Module, Network Preferences and Updates Module, 
Publisher Preferences Module, Ad Banner and/or Message Display Module, 
Personal Tools Applications Module(s), Application Service Provider (ASP) Products 
Download Module, Universal or Proprietary Chat Module, Entertainment Module 
(games, music, video and pay-per view events). Since at least two of the modules are 
notoriously well known in the art (Official Notice), it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to consider using at lest two of them for the purpose controlling 
a computer. 
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As per claim 39, same rationale for rejecting claim 38 applies to current claim. 
Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Inquiries 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan R Yang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7666. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571 ) 272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Ryan R Yang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2628 
September 26, 2008 



